THE PACIFIC ENVIRONMENT
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FIG 2   Profiles of the Ocean Floor Depths in fathoms
USA Hydrographic Survey
The mountain fold which forms the Pacific Indian water
shed now stretches south and east like a gigantic sea serpent
with its undulations in places above water as in the Sumatra
Java Timor chain and in places submerged as in the deeps
between these islands This chain continues through New
Guinea New Caledonia and New Zealand to Antarctica
The upward warping of the crust millions of years ago in
atsctent times gave rise to the Eastern Highlands of Australia
This watershed follows the coast south to Bass Strait where
it <feps partly submerged to reappear in the Tasmaman
Plateau
To ttie south the Antarctic continent lies wholly within
Hie A*itarct&c Circle, and is as yet comparatively unknown
there are stHnmits rising to 15 000 feet above sea level
of them e,g   Mt Erebus being active volcanoes   The